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Agenda

• About Unit
• Goals and guidelines for open access – EU and Norway
• Status negotiations
• Plan S 
• What next?



About Unit

• 200 staff
• 520 mill NOK turnover
• Administers contracts of about 750 

mill NOK (Licence agreements of 220 
mill NOK included)

• Main office in Trondheim, office also
in Oslo

• Serves 220 organisations in higher
education and research
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Goals for OA in EU and Norway

• EU Commission’s Recommendation on access to and preservation of 
scientific information states that all articles shall be openly available from 
2020

• Norway launched their National goals and guidelines for open access to 
research articles in August 2017, which states that publicly funded 
research are to be open access by 2024

• Spring 2018: Robert-Jan Smits commissioned to ensure OA within 2020
• September 2018: Plan S



Guidance to the implementation of Plan S 

• All scholarly content must be openly accessible (journal website or 
dedicated platform) and free to read and download immediately upon 
publication

• Authors/institutions retain copyright and grant an open license allowing 
for re-use for any purpose

• The journal/platform must have a solid system in place for peer review 
according to the standards within the relevant discipline

• cOAlition S-funders will help fund OA-publishing
• Three alternatives for publishing

• Open Access publishing in open journals (Gold)
• Parallell publishing in a repository (Green OA) – no embargo!
• Publishing hybrid through a transformative agreement



Common goals for Norway and Plan S

• Open access publishing in high
quality journals

• Publishing with high technical
standard allowing for TDM

• Open and free for researchers to 
publish and read – and for all to 
read

• «Flip» paying for subscription
content to paying for publishing

• Bespoke solutions – one size does
not fit all



Principles for our negotiations

• Articles with corresponding authors from Norway shall be openly available at 
the time of publishing

• Publishing open access shall not increase total costs
• License agreements, costs and business models must be fully transparent
• Perpetual access to content published in subscription journals must be 

granted
• Agreements should demonstrate a move towards models where costs are 

related to the volume of Norwegian institutions article publishing output



Sterkt europeisk samarbeid gjennom EUA
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2018 Plan S

2015
Internasjonalt 
samarbeid 

2017 
Nasjonale 
retnings-
linjer 

Gradvis styrking av forhandlingsposisjon 

2018 Støtte-
erklæring 
fra UHR

Beskjeden til de store internasjonale forlagene: 
Dere er dyktige, og vi vil helst fortsette å samarbeide med dere, men ikke til de 
betingelsene dere i dag stiller!



Negotiations as of today....

• Signing one contract soon
• Continue negotiating with 

the rest – uncertain how 
long access will be granted

• Many more licence 
agreements to be 
negotiated in 2019



www.unit.no
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